Call for France to Defend Civic Freedoms by Joining the
CJEU Case Against Hungary’s Sovereignty Law

14 February 2025

Our organisations call on the French Republic to protect civic space in Hungary and the
EU by joining the European Commission’s case at the European Court of Justice
against Hungary’s 2023 Law on the Protection of National Sovereignty.

The Sovereignty Protection Office, the primary enforcer of the law, has already
targeted leading watchdogs like Transparency International Hungary and Atlatszo, in
what appears to be clear retaliation for their efforts to expose corruption and the
misuse of EU funds in Hungary. In view of recent statements by the SPO, it is likely
that more groups will be targeted. Alarmingly, Prime Minister Orban recently escalated
this crackdown, vowing to “eliminate” these and other pro-democracy, rule of law and
independent media groups.

President Macron awarded the Executive Director of Transparency International
Hungary the title of Knight of the National Order of Merit, thereby recognising the
organisation's commitment to democratic values, which are at the heart of the French
constitutional tradition and the European project. This constitutes a powerful and timely
gesture that should now be supported by legal action. France should intervene in the
case C-829/24 CJEU brought up by European Commission to protect EU’s founding
values, as well as the entire community of independent organisations, journalists and
human rights defenders now under threat in Hungary.

The deadline to file the application to intervene is February 27, 2025.

France's intervention in the CJEU case would bring value beyond countering the
immediate threats to Hungarian journalists and rights defenders. It would also push
back against mounting civic space challenges in the EU and contribute to
strengthening the resilience of EU’s civil society?. In addition, it would prevent Member
States' retaliation against NGOs cooperating with the EU's rule of law mechanisms
from becoming normalised or tolerated.

We thank you for considering this urgent appeal and look forward to France's decisive
action in court.

' France has already pledged to protect civil society by endorsing the European Council Conclusions
of 27 June 2024 on a Free and Democratic Europe and March 2023 Council Conclusions on the role
of the civic space in protecting a promoting fundamental rights in the EU.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C_202500124
https://transparency.hu/en/news/spo-targets-ti-hungary/
https://english.atlatszo.hu/2024/06/25/the-sovereignty-protection-office-launched-an-investigation-against-atlatszo/
https://szuverenitasvedelmihivatal.hu/hirek/a-szuverenitasvedelmi-hivatal-mindent-meg-fog-tenni-magyarorszagon-ne-lehessen-kulfoldi-penzbol-politikai-tevekenyseget-folytatni
https://apnews.com/article/orban-hungary-eliminate-ngos-usaid-aff22b9f9003f4c6c3115a9798c18af6
https://apnews.com/article/orban-hungary-eliminate-ngos-usaid-aff22b9f9003f4c6c3115a9798c18af6
https://transparency.hu/en/news/national-order-of-merit-to-jozsef-peter-martin/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2023/civic-space-2023-update
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/qa3lblga/euco-conclusions-27062024-en.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/qa3lblga/euco-conclusions-27062024-en.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7388-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7388-2023-INIT/en/pdf
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Background:

In response to a significant threat to Article 2 TEU values, the European Commission has
referred Hungary to the EU’s Court of Justice, arguing that the law breaches several

provisions of EU law, including the right to freedom of expression, assembly, and
association. Member States can join this pivotal case before February 27. This is the
second significant case regarding the scope of Member States’ civil rights obligations to
reach the EU Courtin recent years. The first was the 2023 anti-LGBTQI case, also against
Orban’ Hungary, in which France intervened alongside 15 other Member States.

Publications:

e RECLAIM, ‘Legal Opinion on the Compatibility of Act LXXXVIIlI of 2023 on the
Protection of National Sovereignty with EU Primary and Secondary Law’ (July 2024)

e RECLAIM, ‘Factsheet: Orban’s Sovereignty Protection Law’ (January 2025)

e Transparency International Hungary, ‘Hungary’s Sovereignty Protection Office
Acts Unlawfully’ (November 2024)

e Amnesty International, Hungarian Helsinki Committee, ‘Hungary’s Act on the
Protection of National Sovereignty in Breach of EU Law’ (February 2024)

e Joint NGO letter, ‘We Stand With Transparency International Hungary and
Atlatszé: EU Needs To Urgently Protect Civic Space in Hungary — European
Institutions Office' (June 2024)

e Human Rights Watch, Draft Security Law Targets Civil Society and Journalists in
Hungary, (November 28, 2023)

e Human Rights Watch, World Report 2025, Hungary (January 2025)



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C_202500124
https://e038c6a4-24a2-4083-adc4-424355961a5a.usrfiles.com/ugd/e038c6_8aefa65d66a44d9f883a1f873d3af09d.pdf
https://e038c6a4-24a2-4083-adc4-424355961a5a.usrfiles.com/ugd/e038c6_8aefa65d66a44d9f883a1f873d3af09d.pdf
https://e038c6a4-24a2-4083-adc4-424355961a5a.usrfiles.com/ugd/e038c6_c06541aa807540479640bd84ccdfc497.pdf
https://transparency.hu/en/news/hungarys-sovereignty-protection-office-acts-unlawfully/
https://transparency.hu/en/news/hungarys-sovereignty-protection-office-acts-unlawfully/
https://helsinki.hu/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/02/Sovereignty_Protection_Act_breaches_EU_law_2024.pdf
https://helsinki.hu/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/02/Sovereignty_Protection_Act_breaches_EU_law_2024.pdf
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/we-stand-with-transparency-international-hungary-and-atlatszo-eu-needs-to-urgently-protect-civic-space-in-hungary/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/we-stand-with-transparency-international-hungary-and-atlatszo-eu-needs-to-urgently-protect-civic-space-in-hungary/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/we-stand-with-transparency-international-hungary-and-atlatszo-eu-needs-to-urgently-protect-civic-space-in-hungary/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/28/draft-security-law-targets-civil-society-and-journalists-hungary
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/28/draft-security-law-targets-civil-society-and-journalists-hungary
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/hungary

