Transparency International EU

The global coalition against corruption

Integrity loopholes in the European Parliament and their risks

for our climate: a guide
Pia Engelbrecht-Bogdanov - Thursday, January 11th, 2024

Y ou might have heard us complain about the European Parliament’s weak ethics system before.
That’s because we believe democratic systems should have effective safeguards against undue
influence.

The European Parliament’ s patchy defences against undue influence provide multiple points of
entry for those wishing to sway decisions from the shadows. This not only poses severe risks to the
EU’ s democratic legitimacy, but also to our climate.

Since the Parliament continues to refuse to take this seriously, we' ve now put together this guide,
showing just how easy it is to avoid transparency when accessing EU parliamentarians, as well as
the potentially dire consequences of this lax regulatory framework for our climate. But it’s not like
thisis new information. In fact, our own analysis shows the myriad of potential conflict-of-interest
risks present in EU Green Deal legidlation.

To play with democratic safeguards is to gamble with our climate. 2023 was officially the hottest
year on record, and for 2024, shadow actors cannot be given a chance. With time to limit global
heating to 1.5 degrees rapidly running out, the European Parliament must demonstrate it is
committed to tackling threats to our climate—as well as those to its own democratic
legitimacy—and close these loopholes once and for all.

If you'd like to keep our guide, download it for yourself here.
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’ ; BENEFIT FROM A WEAK SANCTIONING
D \ ) & OVERSIGHT SYSTEM...

inside the Parliament, that creates a permissive culture of
eschewing transparency and accountability among MEPs.

HIRE A FORMER MEP...

to benefit from their expertise and networl
thereby gaining an unfair advantage compared to their peers.

EXPLOITING EU PARLIAMENT LOOPHOLES
J>L

HERE'S HOW AN ORGANISATION CAN EXERT UNDUE
INFLUENGE TO WATER DOWN EU CLIMATE LEGISLATION
IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT...

PROMISE AN MEP A LUCRATIVE JOB
AFTER THEIR MANDATE...

in exchange for favourable amendments to climate laws for
3 which the MEP is responsible.

MEET MEPS WITHOUT BEING TRANSPARENT

By not registering on the EU lobby register, an organisation can

avoid accountability for its interests, resources and the actual
& purpose of its lobbying activites. ”
* « Tickets to a high-end

oo ks PAY FOR LUXURY BUSINESS TRAVELS... \' EMPLOY AN MEP DURING THEIR MANDATE...
* Concert of famous star

] either as paid employment, a paid or unpaid board member, or share-
e R EME holder, creating a conflict of interest that risks private gains trumping,
- Luxury spa

the public interest, o gives the employer an unfair advantage. ® TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL EU

“NON-MATERIAL GIFTS

Ps to conferences or providing non-material gifts,

curry favours in the legislative process.
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